Dr. Aroon Tikekar Memorial Fellowship Year 2025-26

Fellowship Subject:

‘Mumbai in all its diversities’

Background and prompt: From being the home of Kolis and Agris to a Portuguese colony
transformed by the British into an important trade-and-port city, Bombay became a
significant centre of the anti-British freedom movement and, after independence, the
economic and entertainment hub of India. In its many avatars, Bombay, later Mumbai,
displayed immense diversity in ideological thought, character, communities, natural ecology,
commercial enterprise, culture and religion, food and drink, housing and slums, language and
dress, politics, and public life.

The core theme of diversity can be explored in any or all of the following ways: what this
diversity tells us about the city; has it been mapped and described, if so in what ways; how
has diversity in any field contributed to the making of the city; is it on the decline or is it
being strengthened; will it survive or thrive in the decades to come; and how does it compare
with other cities in India. These are indicative topics that can be explored within the theme
during the Dr Aroon Tikekar Memorial Fellowship 2025-26.

Terms and Conditions

1. The age of the applicant should be between 30 and 65 years.

2. The applicant should have a demonstrated body of work in his/her field and show that
the Fellowship would enable the applicant to carry it forward.

3. A) The research work funded by this Fellowship should not be part of his/her doctoral
thesis or any academic endeavour or any other research work in the part or full, in the past.
This research cannot be taken simultaneously with another research project in the same field
or related fields by the applicant.

B) Applicants are expected to provide correct information of any previous

scholarships or fellowships or grants or awards received from any other committee or sub-
committee of The Asiatic Society of Mumbai. Applications of those who have received such
scholarships or fellowships or grants before 31st March 2022 only will be considered for the
Tikekar Memorial Fellowship 2025-26.

4. The application must be submitted along with the prescribed form, duly filled in all
respects, latest by 1 July 2024. The application form can be downloaded from the official
website of The Asiatic Society of Mumbai (https://www.asiaticsociety.org.in/).

5. (a) The research proposal must be submitted in print and online modes. In print mode,
the proposal must be printed on one side of the paper, with double spaced lines on every
page, leaving a good margin, in the good readable type and point size.

(b) The proposal should be written in maximum 2,000 words. Please do not send a
lengthy one as a concise project proposal is a critical criteria of the evaluation.


https://www.asiaticsociety.org.in/

(c) In online mode, the soft copy may be sent to asmtikekarcentre@gmail.com but it is
compulsory to submit the hard copy as specified above. Proposals sent only by email
will not be considered as complete.

6. The applicant may be invited by the jury for an interview, if so required, and the
applicant will attend the interview at his/her cost. If feasible, such an interview might be
organised through an online meeting.

7. The jury will consider each proposal on its merit. The jury’s decision will be final and
binding on the applicant as well as on The Asiatic Society of Mumbai.

8. The research proposal may be submitted either in English or Marathi. The research
itself may be carried out and the final submission may also be made in either of the two
languages.

9. If the research proposal is submitted in Marathi and if jury members request a
translation of the same in English, the applicant will have to submit the translation within a
week of being asked to do so. The applicant’s failure to provide this translation may result in
the elimination of the application from consideration in the next round of evaluation.

10. The research is expected to be completed latest by 1st November 2025 and the final
publish-ready dissertation should be submitted in full to the Dr. Aroon Tikekar Centre for
Advanced Studies, The Asiatic Society of Mumbai by that date. There shall be no extensions
to the deadline granted to the applicant except in exceptional or rare circumstances and only
at the discretion of the jury members.

11. (a) The selected researcher will be given a mentor for the duration of the Fellowship
to guide and elevate the quality of work if the researcher wishes to have one or the jury
recommends it. The mentor will be a subject expert and the researcher will be consulted
while appointing the mentor; however, the decision of the jury will be binding. (b) The
researcher may work without a mentor if s/he so wishes. However, if the jury is not satisfied
with the progress of the research, as seen in the first progress report, it will be mandatory to
continue the work with a mentor to be appointed as stated in 11 (a) above. In the unfortunate
situation that the researcher disagrees to pursue the work under a mentor, it may result in the
termination of the Fellowship, and the jury’s decision will be final. If the researcher
withdraws from the Fellowship, he/she would have to return the amount accepted till then
under the Fellowship.

12. The amount of the Fellowship will be Rs.2,00,000/- (Rupees Two Lakh only). It will
be disbursed as per the schedule below:

a. Rs.25,000/- (Rupees Twenty-Five Thousand Only) along with the first intimation of
the selection for the fellowship.

b. Rs.25,000/- (Rupees Twenty-Five Thousand Only) on the receipt of the research
progress report and its approval by the juries. Expected date of report submission: 1 January
2025.
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c. Rs.25,000/- (Rupees Twenty-Five Thousand Only) on the receipt of the next progress
report and its approval by the juries. Expected date of report submission: 1 April 2025.

d. Rs.25,000/- (Rupees Twenty-Five Thousand Only) on the receipt of the progress
report and its approval by the juries. Expected date of report submission: 1 August 2025.

e. Rs.25,000/- (Rupees Twenty-Five Thousand Only) on the receipt of the project
progress report and its approval by the juries. Expected date of report submission: 1
November 2025.

f. Rs.75,000/- Presentation of the cheque on 1 February 2026 along with the
Fellowship citation.

13. The Dr. Aroon Tikekar Centre for Advanced Studies will sponsor the researcher, in
addition to the above financial grant, one-year Residential or Non-Residential membership of
The Asiatic Library, depending on the residential status of the researcher. The exact duration
of the membership, from which date to which date, will be decided in consultation with the
researcher.

14. The selected candidate will be required to make a presentation on the project being
undertaken on 1st February 2025 and the final presentation on the completion of the project
work on 1st February 2026 at the annual function organised by the Dr Aroon Tikekar Centre
at Asiatic Society of Mumbai.

15. If the researcher is unable to complete the dissertation or the quality of the report
does not satisfy the jury, or if the interim reports of the researcher are not found satisfactory
by the juries, the researcher may be asked to not carry out further work. In both situations, the
researcher will not be awarded the Fellowship and the citation of the same.

16. The copyright of the dissertation will be with the researcher. If the report is accepted
by the jury, the first right of publishing it will be with The Asiatic Society of Mumbai giving
the due credit to the Dr. Aroon Tikekar Centre for Advanced Studies. If for any reason The
Asiatic Society of Mumbai is unable to undertake the publication of the work, then the
researcher is free to have it independently and privately published but with the due credit in
these words: This research was done under the Fellowship granted by the Dr. Aroon Tikekar
Centre for Advanced Studies of The Asiatic Society of Mumbai.

17. If for any reason the dissertation is unacceptable to the jury or is in an unfinished
state, publication of it by The Asiatic Society of Mumbai does not arise. However, if the
researcher persists with the publication, then s/he should not mention either the Dr. Aroon
Tikekar Centre for Advanced Studies or The Asiatic Society of Mumbai while doing so.

18.  For any clarifications and queries regarding the terms and conditions you may write to
the  Chairperson, Dr. Aroon Tikekar Centre for Advanced Studies at
asmtikekarcentre@gmail.com.



